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Welcome! 
 

Dear Christian Leader, 

I trust that you will find this Student Handbook helpful 
in preparing for your time of study at the Graduate 
School of Trinity Bible College. 

One of the primary purposes of a Handbook is to help 
you positively navigate the journey of further 
education. This is important because I am passionate 
that you gain the maximum possible benefit from this 
program. I want it to be more than a program; I want it 
to be a life challenging process that enriches you in 
every way. 

Every element of the MA Missional Leadership is 
embedded with optimism about the future witness of 
the Church in the 21st Century. I believe that we can 
position ourselves to spiritually and intellectually 
influence the many challenges characteristic of our 

contemporary world and environment. All I ask is that you share this enthusiasm so that 
we might grow together in our commitment to the great task of inspiring our world for 
Christ. 

Ultimately, our goal is to enlarge your perspectives, help you see your own situation 
within a global context and develop an optimistic enthusiasm about the plans that God 
has for you and those in your sphere of influence. 

 

Sincerely and for His Kingdom’s sake, 

 

Carol Alexander, PhD 

 

 

 
 
 
  

 
Dr. Carol Alexander 
Director, Graduate Studies 
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About Trinity Graduate School 
 
Trinity Graduate School is a community of seekers and learners who enjoy a culture 
that reflects a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, innovation, participation, and 
academic excellence.  
 
As followers of Christ, we desire to live a faith-filled, exemplary Christian life. 
Administration, Staff, Faculty, and Students are respectful of one another and agree to 
live by biblical moral standards. Trinity reserves the right to release students who do not 
live in accordance with these standards. 
 
Trinity Bible College was founded in 1948 as Lakewood Park Bible School. It is located 
on a beautiful 28-acre campus on the east side of Ellendale, North Dakota. The 
centerpiece of the campus is the Block Memorial Chapel. Other buildings include the 
Lowell Lundstrom Heartland Student Life Center, the Ray Ulmer Field House, the Wead 
Student Center and cafeteria, four residence halls, administration and classroom 
buildings. A football field and a large practice field make up the rest of the campus 
grounds. 
 
Trinity is affiliated with the General Council of the Assemblies of God. The governing 
body of the College is the Board of Trustees.  Board membership consists of 
Assemblies of God district superintendents, individuals from the fields of church 
ministries, professions, education and members–at–large. 
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Section One: Community Information 
 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Where is Trinity Graduate School Located? 
In the heart of pheasant country near the South Dakota border is the flourishing 
community of Ellendale, North Dakota. Well-positioned at the junction of US Hwy 281 
and Hwy 11, Ellendale is both the Dickey County seat and home to Trinity Bible College 
and Graduate School. The regional airports of Fargo, ND and Aberdeen, SD serve the 
Ellendale community. 
 
Setting the tone for Ellendale's cultural life is its active arts community, which is well on 
the way to restoring the old opera house to its original splendor. Art shows featuring 
local and regional artists and national shows, such as Smithsonian exhibits along with 
musical concerts, dramatic plays, and workshops of all kinds challenge and engage the 
community. 
 
 
What is the Duration of the Programs? 
Trinity’s Masters of Arts (Missional Leadership) and Masters of Arts (Global Theology) 
are flexible programs that serves the needs of busy professionals and understands the 
demands of family life.  

 
The MA (Missional Leadership) and MA (Global Theology) are 48 credit programs and 
you can complete in as little as two to three years.  
Complete the MA (ML) Program in Two Years. 

 Year One: Complete seven courses over 4 residential sessions of 1 week each.  
 Year Two: Complete five courses over 4 residential sessions of 1 week each, 

and one course by distance education while working on the final thesis. 
 

Complete the MA (GT) Program in Up to Three Years 

 *Year one: Take four courses in the fall and the first learning experience trip to 
Europe. 

 *Year two: Take the second learning experience trip to South Africa in the fall 
and third learning experience trip to India in the spring. 

 *Year three: Take the fourth learning experience trip to Latin America in the fall 
and work on thesis and elective class.   

 
Students who anticipate completing the thesis during the second year (MAML) or third 
year (MAGT) can apply to participate in Graduation Ceremonies.  
 
Need more flexibility? 
Students can utilize an additional six months for the completion of their thesis and a 
total of 6 years to complete the entire program. If a student takes longer than 6 years to 
complete their major, they will need to reapply to the program. In extreme cases, further 
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extensions may be granted (e.g., for those on overseas military assignment).  
 
How much will it Cost? 

 

 
*This fee is required to reserve your place in our enrollment. This amount will be applied 
toward tuition and fees. Financial Assistance and Deferred Payment Plans are available 
through Trinity Bible College. An additional tuition discount of 10% is available for the 
first cohort (if registered by June 30th, 2014). Trinity Graduate School is committed to 
assist our students to graduate with little or no educational loans and has chosen not to 
offer Title IV Federal Aid. 
 
** Thesis Continuation fee of $125 will be paid by students per semester of continuing 
thesis, as needed, after Thesis 1 and Thesis 2 have been completed.  This fee covers 
the time and work involved by the professors, supervisors, and administrators of the 
program.   
 
MA (Global Theology) 
Learning Experiences               
The cost of the trips will vary.  A yearly cost of $3333 will be paid to Trinity Bible College 
& Graduate School to make traveling arrangements for the students.  Payments may be 
made for the trips as well as for the tuition and fees. 
 
What are My Financial Obligations? 
All tuition and fees are due and payable at registration. Students without sufficient funds 
must meet with the Student Accounts Director prior to beginning any classes.  
 
Payment plans are available and can be arranged between the student and TBC. The 
Bible College and Graduate School’s policy is that students will not receive grade 

Tuition   

Cost per Credit $407 

Audit per Credit $220 

General Fees   

Evaluation for credit for prior learning  $300 

Application Fee $25 

Enrollment Fee* $100 

Library Fee (per year) $50 

Technology Fee (per credit) $15 

Graduation Fee $150 

Thesis Reader Fee $150 

Thesis Continuation Fee** $125 
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reports or copies of their official transcripts until satisfactory arrangements have been 
made to meet all obligations incurred with any department of the college. 
 
Is the Program Accredited? 
Trinity Bible College is accredited by the Association for Biblical Higher Education 
(ABHE), formerly known as the Accrediting Association of Bible Colleges (AABC), 5850 
T.G. Lee Blvd., Ste. 130, Orlando, FL 32822, which is an institutional accrediting body 
recognized by the Council for Higher Education Accreditation. The phone number for 
this organization is 1-407-207-0808. 
 
The ABHE Commission on Accreditation voted to continue the accreditation of Trinity 
Bible College (ND), and place the institution on probation with concerns for Financial 
Resources and Enrollment Management. 
 
What about Room and Board? 

Cafeteria Meals (per meal) $4.50  

Room Rates (per night)*    

Harvest Inn 701-349-2467 

Oxenrider Motel 701-349-3641 

Prairie Winds Motel 701-349-3771 

*On-campus housing is not available 
 
When do Classes Begin and End? 
GRADUATE RESIDENTIAL SESSIONS 

2016-2017 
August 22-26 
November 14-18 
February 27-March 3 
April 24-28 
  

2017-2018 
August 21-25 
November 13-17 
February 26-March 2 
April 16-20

A typical Residential Session will start with registration on Monday afternoon followed 
by a dinner and discussion. Tuesday through Thursday will be full days of classroom 
sessions including evening. Friday’s sessions will finish by lunch time. 
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What about My Vehicle? 
In compliance with North Dakota law, students bringing cars to Trinity Graduate School 
must carry public liability and property damage car insurance. It is required that all valid 
licensed individuals have 
insurance coverage in order to 
legally operate licensed vehicles. 
Students who have cars must 
register them with the Student 
Life Office where they will receive 
a parking sticker to identify their 
vehicle and its proper parking 
area.  
 
Is Trinity a Drug Free Campus? 
In compliance with the Drug-Free Schools and Communities Act Amendment of 1989 
(Public Law 101-226), Trinity policy prohibits the use of alcohol, tobacco, and illegal 
drugs. During the residential sessions students are expected to cheerfully abide by 
these lifestyle expectations.  
 
Section Two: Community Services 
Health Services 
The Ellendale community provides health care through the Avera United Clinic, 
Southeast Medical Center, Dakota Dental Care, a pharmacy, an optometrist, and a 
chiropractic office. For ambulance service in Ellendale, from campus phones dial 8-911, 
off campus dial 911. The student pays for any emergency care.  
 
Security 
The campus security serves to provide safety for students and for the campus. 
Tel. 701-535-0492 
 
Facility Services  
Contact Facility Services for maintenance issues. Tel. 701.535.0489 
 
Lost & Found 
Items found on campus are to be turned in to the 
Post Office. Keys and electronic devices are to be 
turned in to the personnel in the Student Life 
Office. Items not claimed after 10 days will 
become the property of Trinity Graduate School 
and will be properly disposed of. 
 
Student Life Center  
The Student Life Center houses many services for 
students such as mailboxes, the 701 Café, the 
Mezzanine, a TV room with projector, and a co-ed 
lounge. In the evening hours, the area is staffed 
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with a Lounge Supervisor to manage the SLC. A variety of games (i.e. table tennis, 
billiards, foosball, puzzles, etc.) are available in the Mezzanine Level of the Student 
Lounge located in the Student Life Center. While enjoying the recreation that the 
Student Lounge provides, students are expected to behave in a manner that 
demonstrates respect for persons and property. Furniture is not to be moved at any 
time. Students are expected to clean up after themselves, and any personal belongings 
left after hours will be taken to the Lost and Found. Students who do not follow 
expected behaviors are subject to judicial action. 
 
Fern and John Liechty Fitness Center 
Students can enjoy an upscale state-of-the-art fitness center that suits all ranges from 
beginning to advanced training. The Fern and John Liechty Fitness Center offers high-
tech cutting-edge equipment and exercise classes.  
 
Book Store 
The Book Store, located in the Student Life Center, offers apparel, Christian literature, 
select textbooks, office supplies, gifts, and various supplies. Check for posted hours and 
special sales.  
 
Email 
When students enroll, they are given access to an email account owned by Trinity 
Graduate School. Students are encouraged to use this service as a form of 
communication between them and the respective offices around campus as well as 
other students and faculty. It is important to regularly check this as it is considered a 
main form of communication on campus.  
Fax Machine 
A fax machine is located in the Enrollment Office. Students may use the machine to 
send and receive faxes. When sending a fax please be sure to ask for assistance from 
support staff in that office. You will need an operating school pin number. The fax 
number is (701) 349-5786. 
 
 
Section Three: Community Advisements 
Weather 
Students should inform themselves on the possibility of severe weather. Severe 
weather for the state of North Dakota includes thunderstorms, tornadoes, and severe 
winter weather. If you are located in the following areas during a tornado, move to the 
indicated areas: 

 Liechty: Move to the ground floor hallway or lounge. 
 Kesler: Move to the basement hallway. 
 Riffe: Move to the hallways. 
 

Winter Travel 
It is strongly advised of students not to travel or go outdoors during severe winter 
weather conditions. Conditions include: 
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 Storm watch/warning/blizzard/white out conditions  
 Wind chill of 30° below zero or lower  
 Ice storms  

 
Emergency Phone Numbers 
Student Life Office – 701-349-5438  
State Road Report Numbers: 
North Dakota – 1-866-696-3511 
South Dakota – 1-866-697-3511 
Minnesota – 1-800-542-0220 
Montana – 1-800-226-7623 
Wyoming – 1-888-996-7623 
Iowa – 1-800-288-1047 
Wisconsin – 1-800-762-3947 
 
If travel is necessary, be aware of the 
forecast before departing. Avoid 
traveling alone, and inform others of 
your time-table and planned route. 
Keep your gas tank full and make 
sure that your car has been 
winterized. Adjust your speed to 
conditions and increase following 
distances. Carry a winter survival kit 
at all times. The recommended winter kit list is listed below.   
 
Winter Survival Kit 

 Fully stocked first aid kit 
 Non-perishable foods such as peanuts or granola bars  
 Flash-light with extra batteries 
 Bottled water  
 Shovel, Candles and matches  
 Extra clothing, sleeping bags or blankets for everyone 
 Tire chains  
 Battery operated radio with extra batteries  
 Empty Thermos and candles for melting snow for water   
 Jumper cables  
 Fully charged cell phone with a booster antenna 

We strongly encourage students to dress appropriately during winter months regardless 
of if the weather is mild or severe.   
 
Section Four: Grading 
Trinity Graduate School uses a 4-point grading scale. The grade points per credit and 
definition for MA(ML) participants are:  
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 Grade Percentage Grade Points 
Publishable / Superior A 94-100 % 4.0 
 A- 90-93 % 3.7 
 B+ 87-89 % 3.3 
Good B 83-86 % 3.0 
 B- 80-80 % 2.7 
 C+ 77-79 % 2.3 
Satisfactory C 73-76 % 2.0 
 C- 70-72 % 1.7 
 D+ 67-69 % 1.3 
Poor D 63-66 % 1.0 
 D- 60-62 % .7 
Failure F 0-59 % 0.0 
Audit  AU  0.0 
In Process  IP  0.0 
Incomplete  I  0.0 
No Credit  N  0.0 
Satisfactory  S  0.0 
Unsatisfactory  U  0.0 
Withdrawn Passing  WP  0.0 
Withdrawn Failing  WF  0.0 

 
 
Section Five: Legal Considerations 
Sexual Harassment 
Trinity Graduate School prohibits unwelcome verbal or nonverbal sexual advances or 
requests for sexual favors or other conduct of a sexual nature that creates a hostile and 
intimidating environment that interferes with a student's performance in academic or 
non-academic settings. Sexual harassment may involve behavior of a person of either 
sex against a person of the opposite or same sex. The sexual harassment policy forms 
part of the harassment policy outlined below. 
 
Charges of any form of harassment may be filed with the Graduate Studies 
Administrator using a Student Grievance Form in the following ways: 

 Request an informal investigation. This option may be used with or without the 
use of the complainants' name. If the complainant is not satisfied with the 
conclusions reached in the informal process, a request for a formal investigation 
may be filed at a later date. 

 Request for a formal investigation and hearing process. This option may only be 
used with the complainant's permission to use his or her name. 

 
Firearms & Weapons 
Firearms for hunting game in accordance with North Dakota Department of Wildlife may 
be stored in one’s automobile but are not allowed carried, kept in dorms, or fired on 
campus. 
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Accessibility  
Trinity Graduate School works to insure equal access for students with documented 
disabilities. However, due to buildings and facilities that were constructed before the era 
of accessibility awareness, not all buildings have disabilities access. The schedules of 
students with mobility and accessibility issues will be pre-screened shortly before the 
start of each on-campus session to ensure that their classes are located in accessible 
rooms. We will do what is necessary to help all students fulfill their academic and other 
life goals and provide access to college programs, activities and facilities as resources 
allow. It is the responsibility of the student to be proactive in communication with the 
Graduate Studies Administrator. Please make arrangement concerning any needs prior 
to residential sessions. 
 
Section Six: Course Descriptions 
 
MA (Missional Leadership) 
 
Practical Theology (PT) 
PT510 Research Methods: Perspectives and Resources 
3 credits 
Foundational to post-graduate level study is the need to understand and become 
familiar with research methodology. This course is intentionally designed to prepare the 
student for careful, investigative research resulting in appropriate writing styles, 
adequate referencing and critical analysis. Analyzing, evaluating, building and 
presenting arguments are central to the course. Developing a familiarity with different 
research methodologies, data analysis and the preparation of literature reviews prepare 
the student to maximize the whole course but, in particular, to be prepared for the 
research track which comprises their own unique project. 
 
PT610 Ethical and Legal Matters in Christian Leadership 
3 credits 
In an increasingly complex environment characterized by demanding regulatory 
requirements, leaders need ethical and theological awareness in order to sustain moral 
and principle-centered organizations. This course seeks to familiarize the students with 
ethical and legal concepts thus facilitating theological reflection and practical action in 
the light of the Church’s moral mission in society. 
 
PT620 Contemporary Preaching / Communication 
3 credits 
Recognizing the shift in culture and the impact of technology, this course is designed to 
introduce the student to the context in which preaching (which includes contextual 
communication) now takes place. Beginning with an affirmation of the role of preaching 
in the Church, the course examines cultural shift, the impacts of literary and historical 
deconstruction and models for communicating the timeless message of Christ in the 21st 
Century. Options for further research that include the use of technology in preaching, 
preaching in a pluralist context and exploring alternative models of church will enhance 
the value of this course. The student will be better able to assess the needs of his or her 
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listeners, engage the art of storytelling and generally be better equipped to serve the 
contemporary church. 
 
Leadership Development (LD) 
LD510 The Role of the Team in Leadership 
3 credits 
Transitions in leadership theory and style generally suggest that team leadership is 
preferable in most contexts. These transitions are identified and the student is offered 
the opportunity to carefully assess the strengths and weaknesses of each. The unique 
requirements of team leadership including authenticity, visionary initiative and how to 
accommodate diversity form the core discussion within this course. Participants will 
further consider the nature of conflict within teams, the effective management of this 
conflict and the key components necessary to develop and staff a team. 
 
LD520 Organizational Development and Strategic Planning 
3 credits 
Established organizational development strategies do not always translate directly into 
building missional organizations. The interface between effective strategic planning and 
its application within a missional context is carefully examined within this course. The 
student is enabled to establish values, mission and vision and then apply them in a 
consistent and strategic way. Students will explore how to manage change, cope with 
resistance and develop viable and sustainable missional organizations. 
 
LD530 Contemporary Models of Missional Leadership 
3 credits 
Building on previous course work, this course seeks to allow the student to evaluate a 
variety of models for leadership. With an eye on sustainability and viability, the student 
is encouraged to explore different models, identify such models currently in practice and 
to be able to motivate appropriate principles for his or her own leadership context. 
 
LD610 Global Scholar Seminar 
3 credits 
Each year a leading global scholar will be invited to teach Leadership in a Global 
Context from the unique perspective of his or her area of expertise. The title of the 
course will be determined by the content of the syllabus. Building on the factual realities 
of globalization, this course is designed to develop competencies in developing a 
biblical world view that responds in a Christ-honoring way to the complex issues of 
religious, ideological, and cultural diversity that now define the context of twenty first 
century church. Understanding contemporary phenomena such as mass migration, 
pluralism, gender issues, and ethnic diversity are foundational to effectively leading 
churches and ministries that are clearly counter-cultural communities of faith. The 
intentional inclusiveness of Christ-following people and demonstrating an understanding 
in leading redemptive communities forms the theological foundation of this course. 
 
LD620 Generational Succession 
3 credits 
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This course addresses a largely ignored and under-described aspect of leadership. Of 
particular relevance to leaders in Western cultural contexts, this course explores the 
role of mentoring,  
transformational leadership and, importantly, the diverse roles for both older and 
younger leaders. Missional communities do not devalue experience nor do they 
condone generationally bound communities. The student will learn to accommodate and 
celebrate a multi-generational approach to leadership. 
 
Contextual Studies (CS) 
CS510 An Introduction to Mission and Culture  
3 credits 
Although introductory, this course is designed to engage the student in becoming 
familiar with the growing genre of material available in contemporary mission studies. 
Identifying the components of culture, the course provides the student with the tools to 
identify cultural forms and norms without imposing a Christianized worldview on 
lifestyles and practices that are different to their own. The transformational impact of the 
Gospel in the lives of individuals and communities is examined in the light of a biblically 
based theology that takes the missional call of the Church seriously. 
 
CS520 Missionary Movements in Review: Lessons for Contemporary Mission 
(elective) 
3 credits 
Adopting the historical method of identifying key events from the past, this course will 
undertake a history of mission through the lens of missionary movements. An overview 
of movements that can be clearly identified as missionary due to their evangelistic and 
outward focus will lay the foundation for the course. In turn this will allow for a critical 
examination of what defines a missionary movement, the interrelationship between the 
organic nature and organizational reality of mission and any common factors that exist 
in the success or long term demise of a missionary movement. The outcome will be to 
develop analytical tools that provide lessons for contemporary mission. 
 
CS610 Reflective Leadership Context Assessment MA(ML) 
3 credits 
A post-graduate degree should be characterized by heightened competencies in areas 
such as reflective thought, critical analysis and familiarity with relevant literature. 
Employing appropriate research methodologies Trinity post-graduate degrees comprise 
a significant research track that enables the student to explore ministry specific fields of 
study. The objective is to reinforce lifelong learning, the humility of a scholar and applied 
learning relevant to the student’s own context. This allows some degree of 
specialization whilst accommodating academic rigor and the positive involvement of a 
well-qualified supervisor. Additionally, this part of the program is designed to equip 
those students who wish to pursue further studies. 
 
CS620 The Biblical Theology of Justice (elective) 
3 credits 
Combining biblical studies and theology, this course identifies the overarching biblical 
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narrative of God’s love for the poor, the widow, the orphan and the foreigner. Based on 
the Talmudic concept of Jubilee this course will trace the messianic story of the Bible 
culminating in the coming of Christ to bring the message of the Kingdom of God. Having 
established a theological rationale, this course will then explore contemporary models of 
expressing God’s Kingdom through acts of service, the establishment of ministries of 
mercy and the responsibility of the contemporary church to be a voice for the oppressed 
and an advocate for the poor.  
 
Thesis (TH) 
TH690 Thesis 
9 credits 
The capstone of the MA (Missional Leadership) is a research based project enabling the 
student to undertake a serious piece of academic writing in an area specific to his/her 
interest. The project involves participation in a dynamic Research Training Program 
(RTP). RTP is included in the residential sessions and will guide the student through the 
entire research process from proposal and annotated bibliography to thesis. 
 
MA (Global Theology) 
 
Practical Theology (PT) 
PT 510 Research Methods 1: Perspectives and Resources                    
3 credits 
Foundational to post-graduate level study is the need to understand and become 
familiar with research methodology.  This course is intentionally designed to prepare the 
student for careful, investigative research resulting in appropriate writing styles, 
accurate referencing, and critical analysis.  Analyzing, evaluating, building and 
presenting arguments are central to the course.  Developing a familiarity with different 
research methodologies, data analysis and the preparation of literature reviews prepare 
the student to maximize the whole course, but in particular, to be prepared for the 
research track which comprises their own unique project. 
 
PT 515 Research Methods 2: Project Proposal and Design                    
3 credits 
A distinctive of the MAGT is the collation of research into a cohesive portfolio.  This 
course will prepare the student to analyze the key findings of their research, identify an 
application for their own context, and present a critical piece of academic work. 
 
PT 525 Global Scholar 
3 credits 
Each year a leading global scholar will be invited to teach Leadership in a Global 
Context from the unique perspective of his or her area of expertise. The title of the 
course will be determined by the content of the syllabus. Building on the factual realities 
of globalization, this course is designed to develop competencies in developing a 
biblical worldview that leads to responding in a Christ-honoring way to the complex 
issues of religious, ideological, and cultural diversity that now define the context of the 
twenty-first century church. Understanding contemporary phenomena such as mass 
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migration, pluralism, gender issues, and ethnic diversity are foundational to effectively 
leading churches and ministries that are clearly counter-cultural communities of faith. 
The intentional inclusiveness of Christ-following people and demonstrating an 
understanding in leading redemptive communities forms the theological foundation of 
this course. 
 

Global Theology (GT) 

GT 510 Collapse of Empire and Christian Theology: Descent of the West and Its Impact 
on Christian Thought and Practice [Europe] 
6 credits 
The Great War (1914 - 1918) had a catastrophic impact on the dynasties that had ruled 
Europe and its Empires for hundreds of years.  More devastating was the confusion that 
followed.  In the developing world questions about how Christians could war with each 
other cast many doubts on the validity of the message carried by missionaries at the 
height of the colonial era.  In Europe itself, widespread disillusionment set in, resulting in 
the casting off of social restraint during the "roaring ‘20s" and then the development of 
classical postmodern thought in the academy during the 1930's.  This module is 
facilitated by visiting Europe, seeing key sights and museums, and engaging with a 
variety of people who can offer commentary and opinion about this catalytic time and its 
impact on Christian thought and practice.  Historical method will be discussed in an 
applied context and the student assisted in identifying a meaningful research topic that 
will adequately address the subject.  
    
GT 610 Post-Colonialism and Christian Theology: Deconstructing Old Paradigms 
[Africa] 
6 credits 
The single most influential idea in the contemporary African Church and its theology is 
the legacy of European Colonialism.  Redemptive language is often interposed with 
concepts of freedom from the oppression of the colonist.  This has created a context 
that is difficult to describe or understand.  However, contextual engagement within the 
African Church will provide valuable experiences even if these are difficult to 
quantify.  Through visiting African churches, engaging with scholars and pastors, and 
examining the colonial history of a region the student should be able to engage in 
reflective analysis and identify an area of research that would positively contribute to the 
continued effort to ensure biblical orthodoxy in a post-colonial, highly politicized part of 
the Church of Jesus Christ. 
 
GT 615 Religious Pluralism and Christian Theology: Understanding Context, 
Community, and Relevance [Asia]     
6 credits 
Religious pluralism is one of the key factors that describes contemporary 
globalization.  Asia has a long history of accommodating religious pluralism.  Visiting 
countries whose vast populations hold different religious views provide opportunities to 
evaluate diversity and view our Christian faith in a context where it is, at best, a 
comparative religion.  Bringing the good news of Jesus to communities who have in 
some instances practiced their faith for hundreds of years before the advent of Christian 
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faith requires careful theological thought, a sensitive apologetic, and an exemplary 
lifestyle.  This facilitated learning experience is intended to produce these outcomes. 
 
GT 620 Post-Liberation Theology and Christian Orthodoxy: The Church as Redemptive 
Community [Latin America]     
6 credits 
As many nations across Latin America rose up against despots and tyrannical rulers in 
the 1950s and ‘60s, their efforts were fueled by a radicalized theology that quickly took 
root in these predominantly Roman Catholic countries.  Although complicated in its 
many expressions, this thought became widely known as "Liberation 
Theology".  Opposed by Popes and authorities this theologically driven force was a 
catalyst that brought widespread political and religious change.  Some would argue that 
it helped pave the way for one of the largest expansions of charismatic and Pentecostal 
church groups in history.  The post-liberation theology mindset continues to influence 
theological thought and ecclesial practice.  Visiting parts of Latin America is intended to 
allow the student to sense and examine this dynamic, reflect upon it, and write a critical 
response relative to theological orthodoxy and Christian practice. 
 
TH 690 Thesis     
9 credits 
The capstone of the MAGT is a project based on the findings of the contextual studies 
component of the course.  The student will produce a cohesive folio with consistent 
referencing and combined bibliography.  A critical assessment of the material and its 
application to the student’s context will constitute the introduction and conclusion to a 
project of approximately 20,000 words, excluding footnotes. 
 
 

Trinity Bible College Graduate School reserves the right to modify statements in this handbook. Such changes may 
not be immediately reflected in this publication. The policies and statements are not an irrevocable contract, and the 

College reserves the right to change policy or practice. 


